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Solomon Islands 

Incidence and Nature of Child Labor 

Statistics on the number of working children under age 15 in Solomon Islands are unavailable.
4268

  
Commercial sexual exploitation of children is a problem in the Solomon Islands.

4269
   

 
Education in the Solomon Islands is not compulsory,

4270
 and school fees are high relative to family 

incomes.
4271

  Some children are reportedly denied access to education due to early entrance into work.
4272

  
In 2002, the gross primary enrollment rate was 107 percent and the net primary enrollment rate was 72 
percent.

4273
  Gross and net enrollment ratios are based on the number of students formally registered in 

primary school and therefore do not necessarily reflect actual school attendance.  Primary school 
attendance statistics are not available for the Solomon Islands.4274 
 

Child Labor Laws and Enforcement 

The Labor Act prohibits the employment of children below the age of 12.  Children may participate in 
light agricultural or domestic labor if they are employed by, or in the company of their parents.

4275
    

Children under the age of 15 are prohibited from working in industry or on ships, except on approved 
training ships, and children under the age of 18 may not work in underground mines.

4276
   The worst forms 

of child labor may be prosecuted under different statutes in the Solomon Islands.  The Constitution 
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 This statistic is not available from the data sources that are used in this report. Please see the “Data Sources and Definitions” 
section in the front of the report for information about sources used.  Reliable data on the worst forms of child labor are especially 
difficult to collect given the often hidden or illegal nature of the worst forms, such as the use of children in the illegal drug trade, 
prostitution, pornography, and trafficking.  As a result, statistics and information on children’s work in general are reported in 
this section.  Such statistics and information may or may not include the worst forms of child labor.  For more information on the 
definition of working children and other indicators used in this report, please see the section titled “Data Sources and 
Definitions.” 
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prohibits slavery and forced labor.
4277

  The procurement of girls under 18 years of age for the purposes of 
prostitution is prohibited under the Penal Code (“Offences Against Morality”).

4278
  The Penal Code 

provides sanctions for the abduction of children.
4279

  There are no armed forces in the Solomon Islands, 
however the minimum age for recruitment into the border police force is 18.

4280
 

 
The Labor Division of the Ministry of Commerce, Trade, and Industry is tasked with enforcing child labor 
laws,

4281
 and the Commissioner of Labor is designated to implement and enforce child labor laws.  

According to the U.S. Department of State, the government devotes almost no resources to child labor 
cases.  In the Ministry of Health, there are six social welfare officers.  They have received limited training 
from international welfare groups, but no child labor investigations were conducted during 2005.  There is 
no information on any fines, penalties or convictions relating to child labor.

4282
   

 

Current Government Policies and Programs to Eliminate the Worst Forms of Child 
Labor 

The Government of the Solomon Islands has a National 
Youth Policy to address the welfare needs of youth ages 14 to 
29.

4283
  In order to promote access to primary education, the 

government has abolished school fees.  The government’s 
efforts to improve teacher training facilities and to provide 
more materials for schools have been hampered by its 
limited budget.

4284
  

 
Through the UN Development Assistance Framework 2003-
2007, UN agencies are working with the government to 
improve access, quality, and delivery of basic services, including basic education.

4285
  The country’s 

National Education Master Plan 1999-2010 includes provisions to improve the quality, scope, and 
relevance of education.

4286
  The Ministry of Education has developed training programs and services for 

primary and secondary school teachers and education administrators.
4287
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Selected Child Labor Measures Adopted by 
Governments 

Ratified Convention 138   

Ratified Convention 182  

ILO-IPEC Member                 

National Plan for Children (Youth 
Policy) 

 

National Child Labor Action Plan  

Sector Action Plan    




